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SOUTHPORT CONTEMPORARY       ARTS

Welcome to the ‘Southport Contemporary Arts’ 
10th Anniversary 

Annual Arts Trail & Open Studios

It’s 10 year’s since the SCA network was conceived and we started our creative network ball 
rolling and this will be our 10th Annual Arts Trail & Open Studios event! 

Where that time has gone I don’t think any of us are quite sure, but we do know that it has 
been a pleasure and a privilege to work with, and get to know, so many creatively talented 
individuals.  Many of them we have got to know through this annual event as well as through 
our regular exhibitions at our ArtHouse Gallery and our creative classes.  

It’s that mix of creative thinking that ensures this annual event develops its own personality, 
and whilst the cause remains the same; to build the creative voice of our fabulous town, this 
years’ emphasis is on celebrating the individual artists and makers, through an even larger 
number of Artists Open Studio than usual.  

Our popular ‘Have-a-Go’ sessions, to encourage you to get creative, will be mainly hosted by 
the Artists in their working spaces.  

We are delighted once again, that the SDC Theatre team are joining in with the Trail and 
offering a fabulous opportunity for you to release your ‘dramatic soul’ and the Southport 
Writers Circle will be involved helping you Þnd your literary talent.  

Our Members Exhibition at our ArtHouse Gallery, will be showcasing even more of the talent 
we are lucky enough to have in our midst.  

We are very grateful to the myriad of talented individuals who support the Arts Trail, as well as 
local businesses, who have all, once again, made huge efforts to make this a truly joined up 
creative event.

Don’t forget to tell your friends about all that’s going on and share the fun!
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OPEN STUDIOS
Jo Landy with Debbie Mathews

Chris Brown

Cos Ahmet with Barrie Gabbott

Tim Lodge

Lisa Langan

Anne Burman, with Celia Elliot 
Minty, Edna Thurle & Cos Ahmet

Sarah Stringer

Stanley Guy

Norrie Beswick-Calvert, with 
Kate Tidmarsh, Brian Adams & 
Suzanna Gregg

Sam Cookson

David Grimbleby

ClayWorks 

Linda Moss

Bar Production @ Little Theatre

Backstage Tours@ Little Theatre

Simon Wolf

HAVE - A - GO’s
Block Printing

All Things Weave

Sun Printing

Print With Us

Bag Make for Cancer Patients

Southport Writers workshop

EXHIBITION
SCA 10th Anniversary Exhibition

WHAT’S on WHEN.... guide at a glance

www.sca-network.co.uk 
or visit us at 

ArtHouse Gallery, 65 Eastbank Street, Southport PR8 1EJ

SCA reserve the right to make amendments to the details here, if necessary.



Open Studios                                       ARTS

Artists Open Studios 

This year’s Open Studios form a very important part of our 10th Anniversary event this year.

They celebrate the individual’s who make up much of the creativity that forms not only the SCA 
artists network but also our very creative town.


This is a great opportunity to visit the working spaces of the artists and chat to them about their 
creative process, inßuences and ambitions.


The artists taking part will also have work for sale and some will be demonstrating their 
techniques.


Please be mindful that these are private spaces and we would ask you to ensure that any children 
accompanying you are well supervised.


We hope you enjoy your visits and look forward to seeing you on the Trail.


ClayWorks
 

SCA’s Ceramic Studio will be opening it’s doors for you to come and see potters at work and get 
some insider tips on various techniques. 

When:  Weds 12th June / 10am - 4pm  

Where:  ClayWorks, 111b Eastbank St, Southport,  PR8 3EB      
                                                                                                                              Map Location 
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Open Studios                                       ARTS

Serah Stringer  
I paint mostly in oils and create things using resin. I paint when the emotion is intimate and 
personal. I also sculpt and create installations when I wish to show a story, idea or thought. I tend 
to use resin and found or made objects when I want to use or discuss a subject that needs a safe 
distance to be examined or to be magnified. Anything can be an artistic material in my world and 
the choice is generally lead by the properties of the medium and how they lend themselves to the 
subject being communicated. I am currently at LJMU studying for a Masters in Fine Art. 
I love innovation, organizing and curating things, myself and other people, so as to create 
entertaining and unique experiences. I love rhythm and pattern as well as colour, noise, well-
proportioned and balanced things. 
I create and show work in different ways and different places, sometimes it’s in a gallery stetting, 
sometimes it’s with an ensemble called The Peculiars that I work with in Malta and sometimes it’s a 
personal commission. 
www.instagram.com/serahstringer/          pinkpangolin9@gmail.com 

When:  13th, 14th & 15th June  / 11am - 5pm 
Where: 141, Eastbank Street,(above Black Bat) Southport, PR8 1EE        Map Location 

Chris Brown 

I am a comparatively recent painter and strive to continue to develop both in style and skill.  
I very much enjoy using oil paint as I find this medium allows for the picture to evolve as I work. I 
strive to capture the light and atmosphere of the landscape and love water, wetlands and dramatic 
skies, all in abundance around my small garden studio. 

When:  8th June / 11am - 4pm  
Where: 86, New Lane Burscough, L40 0RY                                                      Map Location 
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Open Studios                                       ARTS

Jo Landy with Debbie Mathews  

When:  8th June / 11am - 4pm  
Where: 9, St Greorge’s Road, Formby, L37 3HH                                        Map Location 

 
Jo Landy 

I primarily use the natural world as subject matter, including hand dyed, painted and printed fabrics, 
collaged and embellished with machine embroidery. The exploration of colour and how it can affect 
our moods and senses is of particular interest to me, and a love of the craft process inspires me to 
share my knowledge with others. A 

Debbie Matthews 

I am inspired by nature and our stunning coastline. I utilise a variety of techniques, including 
dyeing, printing and stitch to create mixed media panels, books and accessories. 
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Open Studios                                       ARTS

Cos Ahmet 

My practice combines woven tapestry, works on paper, sculpture and installation. The core of 
my work is centred on the body, with recurring themes of self, identity and memory. 

Barrie Gabbott 

Exploring Etching and Collagraph has re awakened an interest in Printmaking. My subject material 
from my sketchbook drawing has been based around both the human body, and natural form in 
nature. 

Cos Ahmet with Barrie Gabbott 

When:  8th, 9th, 14th & 15th June / 1pm - 4pm  
Where: 28, Arbour St, Southport, PR8 6SB                                  Map Location 6



When:  11th, 12th, 13th & 14th June / 11am - 4pm  
Where: 28, Barrett Rd, Southport, PR8 4PG                            Map Location 



Open Studios                                       ARTS

Stanley Guy 

I’ve been painting & sculpting for a long time, originally working figuratively but gradually moving 
to abstraction as I’ve become influenced by the discovery of  
pioneering artists. Time spent in my studio is not always productive, but it has rarely been 
boring! 
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Open Studios                                       ARTS

David Grimbleby 

David has been exhibiting his work since 1971 in many and various exhibitions. The themes of the 
work are nature, landscape, surrealism and the esoteric. 

When:  15th June / 1pm - 4pm  
Where: 24, Birch St, Southport, PR8 5EP                                              Map Location 

Sam Cookson 
"Combining three generations of antique salvage, found metalware and decorative junk with a 
preclusion for finding organic forms amongst the detritus, my practice finds me on the border between 
sculptor and toymaker. My workshop too, reminiscent of every French brocante, garden shed and 
watchmakers back room I've ever come across." 

When:  8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th & 15th June / 2pm - 4pm  
Where: 106, High Park Rd, Southport, PR9 7BY                          Map Location 
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Open Studios                                       ARTS

Anne Burman 
I am an experienced knitter and have found myself becoming an enthusiastic amateur weaver, 
as it gives me knew ways to explore my love of yarn, texture and colour combinations. 

Edna Thearle 
Edna is a designer maker with a life-long passion for all forms of creative textiles. Her stitched 
textiles incorporate hand dyed and screen printed fabrics that are manipulated and embellished 
with hand and machine embroidery.Her textural, hand woven accessories are characterised by 
mixing natural and dyed yarns in the warp and weft to create one-off scarves and wraps that are 
tactile and comfortable to wear. Current work is inspired by Japanese Shibori and indigo tie-
dyeing techniques. 

When:  12th, 15th  and 16th June / 12noon - 4pm  
Where: 4, Hawkshead St, Southport, PR9 9HF                        Map Location 

Anne Burman with Edna There, Cos Ahmet and
Celia Elliot - Minty
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Celia Elliott-Minty 
Celia has been weaving and braiding for about 35 years and in that time has explored most of 
the recognised techniques. She is particularly interested in structure and loves to analyse textiles 
to see how they might have been created. This ties in with her career as a (now retired) scientist.  

Open Studios                                       ARTS

Cos Ahmet  
Cos’s fine artist practice combines woven tapestry, works on paper, sculpture and installation. He 
exhibits widely in the UK and internationally. He received the Theo Moorman Trust for Weavers 
Award in 2016, and more recently, Arts Council England support for his project, exhibition and 
publication, ‘Points of Juncture’ (2017-18).
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Open Studios                                       ARTS

Simon Wolf 
I work from a small studio to produce individual art with fused and stained glass. I am fascinated by 
the way light works with colour and how pattern and textures become visible as light projects 
through the glass.  Work spans a range from small free standing pieces to large detailed roof 
lights.  I like to produce work for gardens and in recent work I twist the soft lead and stained glass 
into sculptural forms.  

When:  15th June / 10am - 3pm   
Where: 26A, Upper Aughton Rd, Southport, PR8 5ND                              Map Location 

Tim Lodge 

I work primarily in oils and watercolours looking to balance colour and composition. 
My style is Post Impressionistic. Sometimes I enjoy the freedom of playing with abstract form. 
Having worked for many years as a Gemmologist, I love the colour and design I observed during 
the many years of daily microscope work. 
I have had photographic work appear in major international glossy magazines, as well as 
composing music for video installation and incidental theatre music. I have also had songs 
published, and my music has sold globally. 

When:  11th, 12th & 13th June / 12noon - 2pm  
Where: Studio 4, ArtHouse, 65 Eastbank St, Southport, PR8 1EJ             Map Location 
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When:  8th June / 11am - 4pm  
Where: Studio 1, ArtHouse, 65 Eastbank St, Southport, PR8 1EJ       
                                                                                                                           Map Location 

Open Studios                                       ARTS

Linda Moss 

Woolly stuff has been my passion since I was a small child, when I learned how to crochet with a 
friend’s mum. I can remember being fascinated watching my great-grandmother knitting tea cosies 
in their puffy, multi-coloured designs. I later taught myself to knit them. My relationship with wool 
continued up to learning how to spin. Full time work and motherhood made time limited, so I took 
up felt making with the many sheep fleeces I had managed to obtain. I went on to do City and 
Guilds qualifications in felt making, ending up with an Advanced Textiles qualification. I continue to 
have a love of felt-making and do both dry (needle felting) and wet felting.  

Lisa Langan 

My paintings are realistic in style conveyed mostly through humour. I paint anything from landscape 
to portrait to still life and in all mediums but I like watercolour and oil the most and tend to 
concentrate on the latter two subjects. I only work from direct life in my home studio. I do 
everything from scratch like making my own canvases so prep becomes part of the overall creative 
process. My still life paintings are mostly based on relationships.  
My work can be seen on www.lisawalshlangan.com. 

When:  8th & 9th June / 12noon - 4pm 
Where: 12, Victory Avenue, Southport, PR9 7SE                                       Map Location 
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Open Studios                                       ARTS

Norrie Beswick-Calvert 
With Kate Tidmarsh, Brain Adams & Suzanna Gregg 

When:  15th & 16th June / 11am - 4pm 
Where: 32 The Walk (Pedestrianised, No Parking), Southport, PR8 4BG   
                                                                                                                                 Map Location 

Norrie Beswick-Calvert 

My creative practice is inspired mainly, by the natural environment of the coastline; whether that is our 
own fabulous coastline, the rocky coves of Anglesey, or coastlines on my travels. With that as my 
inspiration, I enjoy mixing the media I'm working with and experimenting with a variety of techniques. 

Kate Tidmarsh 

As an artist, I use a variety of hand-printing methods to explore my love of pattern & colour . I 
enjoy the practical processes of investigating and problem solving, running alongside constructing 
& creating. 

I work in response to memories or my immediate physical environment. The juxtaposing of 
handprinted layers using folded, pleated and collage elements, enables me to explore light & 
depth in an immediate way. 

My prints are all handmade, created using a variety of printing techniques such as mono print, dry 
point, lino cuts and collagraph combinations that intrigue me and often set me off in a different 
process direction.
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Suzanna Gregg 

When I began art classes in 2012 I simply wanted a creative outlet. Since then I have discovered a 
love for experimenting with different, techniques and media.  

The style and purpose of my work varies, but my favourite pieces are those which tell a story. 

Open Studios                                       ARTS

Brian Adams 

As a professional carpenter all of my working life, I have always enjoyed the process of creating 
things whether that be for practical purposes or for the pure aesthetic of it. I’ve always 
appreciated art in the painted form but it wasn’t until my retirement that I started to learn to paint 
and progress my interests.

 I now enjoy working in Acrylics and Oils and my favoured subject matter ranges from landscapes 
to renaissance portraits, and I can often be found trying to capture, at least something, of the 
great masters.



Open Studios                                       ARTS

Backstage Tours @ Little Theatre
An access-all-areas VIP tour of one of Southport's best kept secret venues. Go behind the scenes 
for a peek in the dressing rooms & green room.  See a set under construction on stage. Walk under 
the auditorium in our props emporium. Hear stories of Southport Dramatic Club characters from 
both on and off stage in our beautiful Art Deco Little Theatre. Come early to avoid disappointment. 

When: 8th June / 11am - 12noon & 2pm - 4pm

Where: The Little Theatre, Hoghton Street, Southport, PR9 0PA

                                                                                                                         Map Location

An SDC Bar Production - ‘Visiting Mr Green’  
A comedy drama By Jeff Baron, Directed by Michele Martin 

Mr Green, an elderly, retired dry cleaner wanders into New York traffic and is almost hit by a car 
driven by Ross Gardiner, a 29-year-old corporate executive. The young man is given a community 
service order of helping the recent widower once a week for six months. What starts as a comedy 
about two men who do not want to be in the same room together, becomes a gripping drama as 
they get to know each other, and open old wounds they’ve been hiding and nursing for many years. 

When: 4th - 8th June/ 7.30pm /Box ofÞce Opens 28th May 01704 530521

Where: The Little Theatre Bar, Hoghton Street, Southport, PR9 0PA

                                                                                                                         Map Location
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Have - a - Go                                        ARTS

Block Printing
Come and try your hand at the ancient art of block printing. Using a variety of traditional and modern blocks, 
Debbie will help you print onto fabric and paper samples. Get inspired, let the inner artist in you, out!

When: 8th June / 11am - 1pm and 2pm - 4pm

Where: 9, St Greorge’s Road, Formby, L37 3HH                               Map Location

Sun Printing
It’s like magic! This method of printing uses the power of the sun, and a few magical ingredients, to produce 
wonderful images on fabric. Come and have a go and see your design develop as if from nowhere. 

When: 8th June /11am - 1pm and 2pm - 4pm

Where: 9, St Greorge’s Road, Formby, L37 3HH                          Map Location
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Have - a - Go                                        ARTS

Print With Us 
Using a whole variety of different techniques we’ll show you how to create printed designs using 
everyday objects and recycled materials. 

When:        15th  & 16th June / 11am - 12noon & 3pm - 4pm

Where:      32, The Walk (Pedestrianised, Parking in Birkdale Village), Southport, PR8 4BG  

                                                                                                                                 Map Location 12

SWC Short Story Builder Workshop 
Southport Writers' Circle invites you to come examine what makes a truly great short story, drawing on 
many influences and techniques. We will pick apart the nuts and bolts of plot, dialogue, pace and the 
rest in order to lead you to the perfect piece of prose, suitable for sharing, competitions and more. In 
this session we will go through a series of activities such as Top Titles, Character Craft and The End to 
put together your next masterwork, as well as covering those vital differences between flash fiction 
and novellas. All abilities are welcome, all you need is a willingness to develop your craft and share 
the fruits of your labour with like-minded writers. 

When:  8th June / 1pm - 3pm 
Where:         ArtsLoft, 111B Eastbank St, (Behind Southport Carpets & above ClayWorks)  
  Southport,  PR8 3EB            Map Location                     
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Have - a - Go                                        ARTS

All Things Weave
The Weave Team will be encouraging you to find out more about this ancient and yet very 
contemporary craft. 
There will be an opportunity for you to try your hand at a variety of different techniques, including 
Rigid Heddle Loom weaving, Spinning, Tapestry weaving as well as look at the different types of 
fleece and yarns that can be used. 

When:  Wed 12th June - Tapestry Weaving and Rigid Heddle Loom Weaving         
  Sat 15th June - Spinning, Textural weaving, Fringe Twisting, Tapestry Weaving         
  and Rigid Heddle Loom Weaving   
                                         All above 12noon - 4pm 
Where:           4, Hawkshead St, Southport, PR9 9HF                                 Map Location   10



Have - a - Go                                        ARTS

Bag Make For Cancer Patients 
Make someone smile and have fun yourself!!  

What’s this Have-a-Go is all about?  

Come along and help us reach our goal of making 100 fabric shoulder bags that will be distributed 
to cancer centres for use by patients being discharged with a drain due to breast surgery. 
Due to financial pressures, patients are too often sent home with their drain in a carrier bag and 
given that they have to have their drain attached to them 24/7 this is not ideal. 

Last year many of our members and followers, came together and made 120 such bags and we’ve 
been asked by the centres if we could possibly make more, as they’ve run out. 

Judging by the lovely heartfelt thank-you’s we’ve had back, this really is valued by those in need, 
so come along and help us. 
You don’t have to be able to sew as we’ll show you how to machine sew, and you don’t have to 
bring anything as we’ll have everything you’ll need- we just need you to bring your kindness and 
enthusiasm!  

When: Tues 11th June / 1pm - 4.30pm 

Where: ArtsLoft, 111B Eastbank St, (Behind Southport Carpets & above ClayWorks) 
  Southport,  PR8 3EB             
                                              Map Location 2



Exhibition                                              ARTS

ArtHouse Gallery 

The ArtHouse Gallery will be hosting the work from Southport Contemporary Arts Members in this 
special 10th Anniversary showcase and sale of work.


The diversity of creative interest and practice within the SCA membership is something that we 
really value and something that makes our organisation so vibrant, and so it is a great pleasure to 
have that range of work showcased as part of the Arts Trail.


Areas of work include Ceramics, Creative Textiles, Photography, Print, Illustration, as well as  
Paintings in all media.


There will be demonstrations from different artists throughout the exhibition period; speciÞc details  

of these will be on our website.


When: Tues 4th - Sat 22nd June / Open Tues - Fri 10am -3pm & Sat 11am - 4pm

Where: ArtHouse, 65 Eastbank St, Southport, PR8 1EJ                       Map Location 1




